
Both the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Di ea e Registry (ATSDR) and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
conduct evaluations or assessments on the 
site they are involved in. Here is ;vhat 
the do. 

ATSDR Public Health Assessment 
ATSDR e aluatesthe potential health impacts of 
hazardous\ aste sites or ·pills. These assessments 
are call _ d "health assessments" or health 
consultations. Health assessmei1ts detem1ine: 

• if there is a completed expo ure path\ivay 

• ifthere have been expo ures and 

• the possible health effects of tho e 
exposures. 

What Does an ATS.DR Health 
Assessment Do? 
Through its public health assessments AT DR 
re ponds t ite- pecific environmental concern 
from private citizens> and state and federal agencies. 
AT DR health as es ments on sites include 
th following: 

• an evaluation ofthe infonnation available 
about site-specific contaminants 

• a detem,ination whether people might be 
exposed to environmental hazard from 
01esite 

• a detennination of what hann expo._ ure to 
site contaminants might cau e, and 

• recommendations for action to protect 
people s .health. 

EPA Risk Assessment 
El ~prioritizes contaminated properties for 
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clean up. These priorities are made by conducting a 
risk assessment. · These EPA priorities are: 

• what areas at the site need to be 
cleaned up 

• the Le el of clean up, and 

• in v hat order these areas should b 
cleaned up . 

What Does an EPA Risk 
Assessment Do? 
EPA develops a scemuio fhealth risks based on 
·what people ar Likely to do on a site. The EPA risk 
asses ment dete1111ines: 

• if something should be done at the ite 

• what actions should be taken and 

• when enough has been done. 

ATS DR focu es om the expo ed or potentiall 
exposed people and the agency recommend or 
perform appropriate prevention and follm, -up 
health acti rities. 

SPA fc cu e on the en ironmentaJ contaminati n 
and what i to be done about it. 

ogether ATS DR and EPA ensure that people get 
th infi nnation and services they need t make sure 
their familie are protected from actual or potential 
hazards to human health from contaminants re'l ased 
int the environment. 

ATSDR focuse on the exposed or 
potentiaH xposed peopl.e. 

EP fo use on environmental 
contamination ~md what is to be done aboutit 
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